Sunday School Lesson Outline

Week 6 – Developing “Know-How”
Goal of the lesson
To show your class members the Bible pattern of versatility and flexibility when witnessing.
How are you going to accomplish this?

Look at seven passages revealing some of Jesus’ various teaching methods.  
Notes to the teacher 

Thus far in our six week focus on witnessing, we have learned how to prepare and share our testimony, the story of how we came to know Jesus.  In the pastor’s message today, he is going to teach some additional ways of witnessing.  This lesson is designed to reinforce his message on using the method of witnessing most appropriate to each situation.
Opening the lesson

Jesus died for our sins but He didn’t stay dead. He was raised from the dead to prove that He was God’s Son, that His sacrifice was sufficient and that personally receiving Jesus is the only way to have forgiveness of sins and eternal life. The message of the cross is UNCHANGEABLE!  However, the methods and means of presenting the gospel DO CHANGE.

It is very enlightening to look at Jesus’ preaching, teaching and reaching ministry.
Bible study

Before we look at some of the different teaching methods Jesus used, remember that Jesus had a purpose in life. 

In Luke 19:10, Jesus said of Himself, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was lost.”  

Not only did Jesus have a purpose, but he was very focused on it.  

In John 9:4, Jesus said, “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him that sent me.”  

However, Jesus was very flexible, very versatile in how he went about his purpose.  Jesus was committed to communicate in the most effective way for the specific situation.  Let’s look at some of Jesus’ methods.
Note to teacher:  Although some of these passages show Jesus interacting with believers, there were also other times he used the same method effectively with unbelievers.  We selected these particular passages in order to be able to start in Matthew and progress through the gospels so that people unfamiliar with the Bible will be able to keep up and easily find the passages rather than jump from book to book.

Teacher – ask for a volunteer to read each passage.

Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus lectured.   Sometimes Jesus did all the talking.  He gave out information the person(s) did not have.
Matthew 16:13-16
Jesus asked questions.  Jesus liked to cause people to think.  He sometimes asked questions without giving the answers himself.

Matthew 19:16-22
Jesus had discussions.  Sometimes Jesus engaged in discussions with people.  Even though he was the one person who knew everything, he didn’t always tell them the answer.

Matthew 20:1
Jesus told stories.  Jesus loved to tell stories.  Stories hold attention.  THIS IS WHY YOUR STORY IS SO POWERFUL!

Mark 11:12-24
Jesus used object lessons.  Jesus often used object lessons and visual aids to get his point across clearly or to capture attention.


Luke 9:1-6
Jesus used door-to-door visitation.  Jesus’ ministry was one big “town to town” visitation.  He frequently visited and stayed in people’s homes.  Here he sent his disciples to go house to house.
John 3:14-16
Jesus used illustrations.  Jesus used historical events, nature, birds and animals, etc., to help people see comparisons and understand truth.

Close / Life application
Questions to ask the class:
· Which of Jesus’ communication methods do you think was best?

· Of the seven communication methods we’ve observed, which are the ones used most often by Christians in witnessing?

· Do you think Christians, overall, are very flexible in sharing, or do they mostly stick to one method?
· Can you think of some other methods we can use to share Jesus with unsaved people?

Closing Prayer:
Father, please help us to be so in love with You, and so concerned about people, that we will relax and trust you to give us the best way to witness in each situation.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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