Sunday School Lesson Outline

Week 5 – Developing “Know How”
Goal of the lesson
To help your class members learn the importance of meeting unsaved people where they are in their daily lives.

How are you going to accomplish this?

Read and study a classic example of witnessing when Jesus met a lost woman at a well, as recorded in John 4.
Notes to the teacher 

This week, the pastor’s message will include teaching people how to shorten their testimony and how to find opportunities to witness.  This lesson is designed to reinforce the principle of looking for opportunities in our daily activities and interactions with other people.
Opening the lesson

God did not design evangelism, or witnessing, to be something that is done on a certain evening of the week.  A couple of weeks ago we learned that God wants us to “go all over town telling how much Jesus has done for us.”
One of the challenges of daily witnessing is that most people are not walking around during the day thinking about heaven, hell or the things of God.

You may have heard the saying, “People don’t care what you know until they know that you care.”

A similar axiom might be, “People aren’t interested in hearing about God until they hear that we (and He) are interested in their problems.” While it is completely true that responding to God’s love to help our temporal, earthly problems is only a band-aid for our spiritual cancer, most people are so focused on their earthly problems, they aren’t thinking about spiritual cancer.

Jesus always knew what people were really thinking, what was going on in their hearts, regardless of what they said. We don’t have that ability, so we have to begin with what we can see and hear.  This is a good way to begin spiritual conversations.

Bible study

A wonderful example of this is in John 4:4-30, 39.
Teacher, have the class members turn to John 4.  If possible, have a volunteer read verses 4-30,39.  After the passage is read, make the following observations.

 v 4 
“Now he had to go through Samaria” refers to the fact that Jesus knew there was a “divine appointment” with a lost person there.  We know this because Jews would go out of their way to avoid going through Samaria because they wanted no contact with these mixed race people.

v 5 
Jesus stops in the city of Sychar.
v 6
Jesus, being fully human, got tired, got weary (literally means “beaten out”).  It was about noon when he sat down.  Yet even in this exhausted condition he cared about people.

v 7
Jesus knew the woman’s heart, and as we shall see, her sin.  Yet Jesus started out with a question related to her situation – she had come to draw water.
v 9 
The fact that Jesus, a Jew, even asked for a drink of water was startling to her, because typically a Jew would not associate with her. 
V 10 
Jesus continued the conversation by making statements that moved her from her present need (water) to her real need (eternal life).  


Jesus said to the woman


- If you knew the gift of God

- and who it is that asks you for a drink

- you would have asked him…for living water
v 13
Jesus transitions from her “felt” need “this water” to “eternal life”.
v 16-18
“Go call your husband”.  Jesus knew she was living in adultery, but He did not lambaste her, he merely made a statement about her living  immorally.
V 23
Jesus tells her God is seeking “true worshippers”.
v 24-26
It is only after a good bit of conversation that Jesus reveals Himself as the answer to her real need – a Messiah, a Savior.
v 28-29
As we saw with the demon possessed man in Luke 8, this woman’s first response is to tell others of Jesus.
v 30, 39
Her testimony was used by God to lead many people to believe in Jesus.
Close / Life application:

Questions to ask the class:

1. There are two common extremes when Christians interact with non-Christians.  Which of these do you think most of the Christians you know are like?

· Some Christians AVOID non-Christians as much as possible.  They prefer the company of other people like themselves, or they believe that separation from sin also means separation from sinners.
· Other Christians are TOO STRAIGHTFORWARD with non-Christians.  Their approach is “let’s get down to the real issue – salvation – quick”!  They may have a genuine concern that the person go to heaven and not go to hell, but they can be perceived as not really caring about the person.  
2. Do you think most people are like the woman at the well?  That is, they aren’t really thinking about much beyond their present situation.  

3. What do you think we can learn from this story of Jesus and his interaction with the woman at the well?

Let’s personalize this:

I want to encourage you to show interest this week in non-Christians’ lives and problems so that they might become interested in hearing about how God can help them. Will you do that?

Closing Prayer
Father, help us genuinely care about our co-workers, classmates, friends, neighbors and family.  Please help me and each of us in this class to be really good listeners this week.  Help us make the most of every opportunity to share about Jesus.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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