Sunday School Lesson Outline

Week 1 – Destroying Apathy
Goal of the lesson
To get your class members motivated to introduce their family and friends to Jesus Christ.

How are you going to accomplish this?

Read and examine two assigned passages of Scripture that illustrate the concern that Christians should have for their family and friends who don’t know Jesus.

Notes to the teacher 

We encourage you to start preparing this lesson on Sunday afternoon a week ahead, or at least by Monday.  Early preparation allows you to know your content well and will help you in three ways:
1. You will have time to think of personal illustrations.

2. You will be more at ease when you teach.

3. You will be able to focus on your class members.
Opening the lesson

If you had some time with someone you love just before they went to heaven, you would cherish that time and your last conversations with them.
In their last conversation with Jesus, his disciples received some instructions about how He wanted them to live and what He wanted them to do. Turn with me to Acts 1:8
Teacher, if possible, have a volunteer in your class read this.
The Bible clearly shows us God’s great love for ALL people in the banner verse for Christianity.
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
The passages listed reveal our instruction to reach the entire world for Christ.  Our focus over the next six weeks is not world missions, but reaching the people in our personal sphere of influence.
Bible study

For most Christians it is very difficult to talk about Jesus with our family and friends.  Interestingly, in the Bible we see that family and friends were the first people new Christians wanted to tell about Jesus.
Teacher, have the class members turn to John 1.  If possible, have a volunteer read verses 35-45.  After the passage is read, make the following observations.

The events in John 1 take place shortly after Jesus has begun his public ministry.  We pick up after Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River.
v 35-36
John’s description of Jesus as the “Lamb of God”.
v 37-40
Two of John’s disciples follow Jesus.
v 41-42
The “first thing” one of them (Andrew) did, was find his brother, Simon Peter.  He took the initiative to bring him to Jesus.
v 43
The next day another man, Philip, became a follower of Jesus.
v 45
Philip’s immediate response was to find a friend, Nathaniel, and invite him to meet Jesus.
Teacher, have the class members turn to Mark 2:1-12.  If possible, have a volunteer read verses 1-12.  After the passage is read make the following observations.

v 1
Jesus returned to his home area (he was born in Nazareth not many miles away).

v 2
Jesus was immensely popular.  One evening so many people came to see Jesus that no one else could even get near the door.  Notice what Jesus’ focus was – preaching the word.
v 3-4 
Some unnamed men had a friend who was paralyzed. They were so determined to get their needy friend to Jesus, they cut a hole in the roof of the house and lowered him down on a mat.
v 5
They, along with their friend, had faith that Jesus was the “Great Physician”.  Though Jesus cared about the man’s physical needs, He cared more about the man’s spiritual needs – the forgiveness of sins.
Close / Life application
Questions to ask your class:

· Do you think most Christians are active in sharing Jesus with their family and friends?

· Why do you think it is so difficult for many of us to talk about Jesus with our families and friends?  Is it sometimes easier to help people with their physical and material needs than to share about Jesus?
Now let’s get more personal in our application.  I want each of you to make an honest evaluation of yourself.  Don’t answer these questions aloud, just answer these to yourself.

· Is it a priority in your life to introduce your family and friends to Jesus?

· Are you concerned about your friends meeting Jesus?
· Are you determined to do whatever is necessary to get them to Jesus?

Closing prayer:

Lord, for those of us who struggle in this area of introducing our family and friends to You, please help us want to obey You in this area of witnessing.  Help us care so much for our family and friends that we will be determined to do whatever is necessary to introduce them to Jesus.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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