Sunday School Lesson Outline

Week 3 – Developing “Know-How”
Goal of the lesson

To help your class members see that the normal response to being saved (becoming a follower of Jesus Christ) is to tell others what has happened to you.

How are you going to accomplish this?

Read and examine Luke 8:26-39, that shows the immediate response of a new believer who told everyone about becoming a Christian.
Notes to the teacher 

This week the pastor is going to show people how they can easily and simply tell others about becoming a Christian.  This week you will reinforce the simplicity of witnessing.
Opening the lesson

If you have been in church for many years, you may be able to recall several different evangelism programs and strategies.  Some of the most well known include Evangelism Explosion (EE), Christian Witness Training (CWT) and F.A.I.T.H.

While it is true that all Christians should be growing and learning more about living the Christian life, including witnessing, the Bible doesn’t set forth any training as necessary to tell others about Jesus.  The only pre-requisite set forth in the Bible is to have had a personal response to the gospel by receiving Jesus as our Savior and Lord. 
Bible study

Turn to Luke 8:26-39
Teacher, if possible, have a volunteer read 26-39.  After the passage is read, make the following observations.

v 26 
“the lake” refers to the Sea of Galilee (you may want to use a map in the room, or have members refer to the map section of their Bible and locate the Sea of Galilee).
“Galilee” refers to the land area primarily on the west side of the Sea of Galilee.
v 27 
Jesus had an unusual welcoming committee, a demon-possessed man (one devil, many demons). Notice that “for many years” this man ran around naked and lived in the cemetery!  (In Mark’s account of this in Mark 5, he adds that “night and day among the tombs he would cry out and cut himself with stones”, v 5).
You may remember last week looking at a very good person, Paul.  Here we have a very bad person!

v 28
We don’t have time in this lesson to study demon possession, but notice that the demons recognized Jesus and they had control of the man’s vocal cords (he cried out) and his body (fell at His feet).

v 29
Notice that demons gave the man super human strength.

v 30-31
This man was possessed by many demons, not just one.

v 32-33
Interesting to note that animals can also be demon possessed.

v 34-35
This miracle draws a crowd, but their response is not one of worship, but fear.
v 36-37
In fact, the people don’t even want Jesus to stay there.  (you may remember from the first message the pastor preached, that God uses the gospel, not miracles, to save people.
V 38
There is one person who is thrilled with this – the man who has gone from being demon possessed to being a follower of Jesus!  And all he wanted to do was to hang around with Jesus!

V 39
Jesus did not say “go to seminary”.  Jesus did not say “go through F.A.I.T.H evangelism training”.  Jesus did not say “go through Every Believer A Witness training”.  Jesus said, “return home and tell how much God has done for you” and “…the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.”

Close / Life application:

Ask your class to respond to the following questions:
· What was the first response of the man who became a follower of Jesus? (Answer: he wanted to hang around with Jesus)

· Don’t most Christians like to hang around church rather than go out and witness?

· Did Jesus allow him to do that?

· So what did the man do? (v 39b)

Now ask your class to respond privately to these questions.

· Has Jesus done much for you?
· Are you telling people about it?

Closing prayer:

Father, thank you that we don’t have to be highly trained or specially gifted to be a witness.  Help us realize whether we were a good person like Paul, or a bad person like the man in this story, if we have accepted Jesus as our Savior, we have a wonderful story to tell all over town!  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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