Sunday School Lesson Outline

Week 2 – Do You Have a Testimony?
Goal of the lesson
To lead your class members to see the utterly lost condition of all men, especially themselves, apart from Jesus Christ.
How are you going to accomplish this?

By disproving the common myth of “I am a good person”.  We will look at Paul’s description of himself as being a good, religious person and then see that, in spite of this, he considered himself the worst of sinners. 

Notes to the teacher 

This week the pastor is going to be preaching about what it means to be a witness.  He will be reading Acts 26:4-22 telling of the Apostle Paul’s testimony in court.  The pastor’s message will examine the three parts of a testimony and get the people to think about their life before they met Jesus.  
Opening the lesson

If you ask 100 Americans “Are you going to heaven when you die?”, almost all will say “I think I am” or “I hope I am”.
When you follow up with some form of the question, “If God asked you why He should let you into heaven, what would you say?” almost every person will reply, “because I am a good person”.

In our lesson today, we want to see what the Bible says about “being a good person”.
Bible study

One of the most well known people in the Bible is the Apostle Paul.  In Philippians 3:3-6 Paul describes what a “good person” he was.
Teacher, have the class members turn to Philippians 3.  If possible, have a volunteer read 3:3-6.  After the passage is read, make the following observations.

Philippians is a letter written by Paul to the Christians at Philippi.  As Paul comes to Chapter 3, he is warning these Christians to watch out for teachers who emphasize outward observance.
v 4b
“If anyone thinks he has reason to put confidence in the flesh…” refers to anyone who would believe that being a good person is sufficient to please God.

“I have more.”  Paul says if you think you’re a good person - he was a better person than you are!
v 5 
“circumcised on the eighth day” - All good Jewish parents had their sons circumcised when they were 8 days old.  So Paul had good parents.

“of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin” - Paul says “I am a Jew”. And Paul was so careful to honor his lineage that he told which of the 12 tribes he was a descendant.

“A Hebrew of Hebrews” - The Hebrews (Jews, Israelites) were proud of their special national relationship with God.  Paul says in effect that no one was a better Jew than he was.
“in regard to the law, a Pharisee” - Today the word Pharisee has a very negative connotation.  In Paul’s day it did not.  It was the name of a group who held the Old Testament in high esteem.  They believed the Scripture and were committed to keeping the law (the Ten Commandments plus hundreds of others!).

“as for zeal, persecuting the church” - Paul was not just a “Sunday Christian” or rather a “Sabbath Jew”.  He was so committed, so zealous about his religion that he sought to destroy the church (the new Christian religion) because he saw it as a threat.
“as for legalistic righteousness, faultless” – As we mentioned earlier, God gave the Jews not only the Ten Commandments, but also 603 other commandments.  The Jews, and especially the Pharisees, believed the way a person pleased God was by keeping these commandments.  They were also very judgmental of anyone who broke one of the commandments.  Paul was saying that no one could ever accuse him of breaking even one!

If there ever was a “good person” Paul was the one!  As men look at things such as keeping the Ten Commandments, giving to the poor, praying daily, tithing, reading the Scriptures, attending God’s house, being moral and honest, Paul was “faultless”.
Yet Paul did not see himself as a “good person” or being good enough to go to heaven.
Now let’s turn to 1Timothy.
Timothy was a young pastor trained by Paul, who is the pastor in Ephesus at the time of this writing. In this letter Paul wrote to Timothy, he stated that in spite of all his “goodness”, he was a sinner!  Look at 1:15.

v 15
Everyone should accept this trustworthy saying

v 16
Paul said he wasn’t just a sinner; he was “the worst” of sinners! 
Someone once said, “The worst form of badness is human goodness when it is substituted for the blood of Jesus Christ.”  This is clearly illustrated in the life of Paul.  As men observed his conduct, he was “faultless”.  As God viewed him, he was “the worst of sinners”.

Close / Life Application
Questions to ask your class.
· Have you ever had anyone tell you they thought they would go to heaven because they were a good person?

· Were they correct?

· Do they need God’s mercy? (1Timothy 1:16).
Now ask your members to answer the next question privately, just in their minds.

· Did you ever think you were a good person?

· If Paul was as good as he says, and still was a horrible sinner, what does that say about you?

Aren’t you thankful that when you believed in Jesus Christ God showed you mercy?

Closing Prayer:

Lord, help us to never get over being thankful for our salvation.  And if there is someone here who has thought that they only needed to be a good person to go to Heaven, help them see their need for your mercy.  Help them understand and respond to the truth that Jesus Christ died for their sins, that he was buried, and that he rose from the dead.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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